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DETAILED ACTION 



Continued Examination Under 37 CFR L114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set forth in 
37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is 
eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) 
has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 
37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 12/1 1/03 has been entered. 

Response to Amendment 

2. Applicant's amendment was received on 12/1 1/03, and has been entered and made of 
record. Currently, claims 19-24, 27-33, and 37-46 are pending. 



Response to Arguments 
3. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 19, 28, 37, and 38 have been considered 
but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

5. Claims 19, 20, 22-24, 28, 29, 31-33, aedl 37-46 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 
being anticipated by Saito et al (EPO Patent Application Publication EP 0 835 01 1). 

Regarding claim 19, Saito discloses a communication apparatus (see Figs. 1 and 2, netfax 
1) connected to a terminal apparatus (reception terminal 3) via a network (network 2), with the 
communication apparatus (netfax 1) comprising a control panel configured to at least enter a 
destination address (panel section 15, column 6, lines 19 through 22), an e-mail transmitter that 
performs an e-mail transmission to a destination in response to an input from the control panel 
(column 6, lines 45 through 50), a file generator that generates a communication result file (log 
file having access confirmation information, seen in Fig. 17) that includes a result of the e-mail 
transmission communication performed by the e-mail transmitter (column 10, line 54 through 
column 11, line 22, and column 12, line 42 through column 13, line 8, wherein access to the 
message is a result of the e-mail communication), a memory that stores the communication result 
file as a HTML file (see Figs. 16 and 17, column 10, line 54 through column 11, line 22), and a 
communicator that transmits the communication result file to the terminal apparatus when a 
request for the communication result file is received from the terminal apparatus (column 12, 
line 42 through column 13, line 14), the communication result file being displayable at the 
terminal apparatus (column 13, lines 4 through 14). 
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Regarding claim 20, Saito discloses the apparatus discussed above in claim 19, and 
further teaches that the communication result file comprises a plurality of communication results 
(see Fig. 17). 

Regarding claim 22, Saito discloses the apparatus discussed above in claim 19, and 
further teaches that the file generator generating a communication result as the HTML file to 
update the communication result file in the memory when the e-mail transmitter performs an e- 
mail transmission (see Figs. 9 and 18, column 8, lines 20 through 52, and column 11, lines 10 
through 22). 

Regarding claim 23, Saito discloses the apparatus discussed above in claim 19, and 
further teaches that the memory stores a main file including a mark indicating a request for the 
communication result file (column 11, lines 12 through 32, and column 12, line 30 through 
column 13, line 8), and the communicator transmits the main file to the terminal apparatus in 
response to actuation of the mark (column 12, line 56 through column 13, line 21). 

Regarding claim 24, Saito discloses the apparatus discussed above in claim 23, and 
further teaches that the request for the communication result file is performed by clicking the 
mark on the main file at the terminal apparatus (column 12, line 42 through column 13, line 21). 

Regarding claim 28, Saito discloses a method for checking a communication result of a 
communication apparatus (see Figs. 1 and 2, netfax 1) connected to a terminal apparatus 
(reception terminal 3) via a network (network 2), with the communication apparatus (netfax 1) 
including a control panel (see Fig. 2, panel section 15), with the method comprising inputting a 
destination address via the control panel (column 6, lines 19 through 22), performing an e-mail 
transmission to a destination in response to an input from the control panel (column 6, lines 45 
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through 50), generating a communication result file (log file having access confirmation 
information, seen in Fig. 17) including a result of the e-mail transmission communication 
performed (column 10, line 54 through column 11, line 22, and column 12, line 42 through 
column 13, line 8, wherein access to the message is a result of the e-mail communication), 
storing the communication result file as a HTML file in a memory (see Figs. 16 and 17, column 
10, line 54 through column 11, line 22), and transmitting the communication result file to the 
terminal apparatus when a request for the communication result file is received from the terminal 
apparatus (column 12, line 42 through column 13, line 14), the communication result file being 
displayable at the terminal apparatus (column 13, lines 4 through 14). 

Regarding claim 29, Saito discloses the method discussed above in claim 28, and further 
teaches that the communication result file comprises a plurality of communication results (see 
Fig. 17). 

Regarding claim 31, Saito discloses the method discussed above in claim 28, and further 
teaches of generating a communication result as the HTML file to update the communication 
result file in the memory when e-mail transmission is performed (see Figs. 9 and 18, column 8, 
lines 20 through 52, and column 11, lines 10 through 22). 

Regarding claim 32, Saito discloses the method discussed above in claim 28, and further 
teaches of transmitting a main file, including a mark indicating a request for the communication 
result file (column 11, lines 12 through 32, and column 12, line 30 through column 13, line 8), to 
the terminal apparatus before transmitting the communication result file (column 12, line 56 
through column 13, line 21). 
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Regarding claim 33, Saito discloses the method discussed above in claim 32, and further 
teaches that the request for the communication result file is performed by clicking the mark on 
the main file at the terminal apparatus (column 12, line 42 through column 13, line 21). 

Regarding claim 37, Saito discloses a communication apparatus (see Figs. 1 and 2, netfax 
1) connected to a terminal apparatus (reception terminal 3) via a network (network 2), with the 
communication apparatus (netfax 1) comprising a control panel configured to input a destination 
address (panel section 15, column 6, lines 19 through 22), an e-mail transmitter that performs an 
e-mail transmission to a destination in response to an input from the control panel (column 6, 
lines 45 through 50), a facsimile transmitter that performs a facsimile transmission to a 
destination via a telephone network (column 6, lines 5 through 8), a file generator that generates 
a communication result file (log file having access confirmation information, seen in Fig. 17) 
that includes a result of the e-mail transmission communication performed by the e-mail 
transmitter (column 10, line 54 through column 11, line 22, and column 12, line 42 through 
column 13, line 8, wherein access to the message is a result of the e-mail communication), a 
determiner that determines whether to perform an e-mail transmission to the destination by the e- 
mail transmitter or to perform a facsimile transmission to the destination by the facsimile 
transmitter (CPU 11, column 6, lines 1 through 28, and column 8, lines 29 through 44, whereby 
an e-mail transmission would be performed when an e-mail address is input via the panel section 
15, or a facsimile transmission would be performed through the public telecommunication 
network when a telephone number is input via the panel section 15), a memory that stores the 
communication result file as a HTML file (see Figs. 16 and 17, column 10, line 54 through 
column 11, line 22), and a communicator that transmits the communication result file to the 
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terminal apparatus when a request for the communication result file is received from the terminal 
apparatus (column 12, line 42 through column 13, line 14), the communication result file being 
displayable at the terminal apparatus (column 13, lines 4 through 14). 

Regarding claim 38, Saito discloses a method for checking a communication result of a 
communication apparatus (see Figs. 1 and 2, netfax 1) connected to a terminal apparatus 
(reception terminal 3) via a network (network 2), with the communication apparatus (netfax 1) 
including a control panel (see Fig. 2, panel section 15), with the method comprising inputting a 
destination address via the control panel (column 6, lines 19 through 22), performing an e-mail 
transmission to a destination in response to an input from the control panel (column 6, lines 45 
through 50), performing a facsimile transmission to a destination via a telephone network 
(column 6, lines 5 through 8), determining whether to perform the e-mail transmission to the 
destination or to perform a facsimile transmission to the destination (column 6, lines 1 through 
28, and column 8, lines 29 through 44, whereby an e-mail transmission would be performed 
when an e-mail address is input via the panel section 15, or a facsimile transmission would be 
performed through the public telecommunication network when a telephone number is input via 
the panel section 15), generating a communication result file (log file having access confirmation 
information, seen in Fig. 17) including a result of the e-mail transmission communication 
performed (column 10, line 54 through column 1 1, line 22, and column 12, line 42 through 
column 13, line 8, wherein access to the message is a result of the e-mail communication), 
storing the communication result file as an HTML file (see Figs. 16 and 17, column 10, line 54 
through column 1 1 , line 22), and transmitting the communication result file to the terminal 
apparatus when a request for the communication result file is received from the terminal 
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apparatus (column 12, line 42 through column 13, line 14), the communication result file being 
displayable at the terminal apparatus (column 13, lines 4 through 14), 

Regarding claim 39, Saito discloses the apparatus discussed above in claim 19, and 
further teaches of an input device configured to input image data to the communication apparatus 
(scanner section 16, see Fig. 2, column 5, line 38 through column 6, line 28), the input device 
connected to the communication apparatus independently of the network (see Fig. 2, column 6, 
lines 22 through 28). 

Regarding claim 40, Saito discloses the apparatus discussed above in claim 39, and 
further teaches that the input device comprises a scanner (scanner section 16, see Fig. 2, column 
5, line 38 through column 6, line 28). 

Regarding claim 41, Saito discloses the method discussed above in claim 28, and further 
teaches of inputting image data to the communication apparatus by an input device (scanner 
section 16, see Fig. 2, column 5, line 38 through column 6, line 28) connected to the 
communication apparatus independently of the network (see Fig. 2, column 6, lines 22 through 
28). 

Regarding claim 42, Saito discloses the method discussed above in claim 41, and further 
teaches that the inputting comprises a scanning (through scanner section 16, see Fig. 2, column 
5, line 38 through column 6, line 28). 

Regarding claim 43, Saito discloses the apparatus discussed above in claim 37, and 
further teaches of an input device configured to input image data to the communication apparatus 
(scanner section 16, see Fig. 2, column 5, line 38 through column 6, line 28), the input device 
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connected to the communication apparatus independently of the network (see Fig. 2, column 6, 
lines 22 through 28). 

Regarding claim 44, Saito discloses the apparatus discussed above in claim 43, and 
further teaches that the input device comprises a scanner (scanner section 16, see Fig. 2, column 
5, line 38 through column 6, line 28). 

Regarding claim 45, Saito discloses the method discussed above in claim 38, and further 
teaches of inputting image data to the communication apparatus via an input device (scanner 
section 16, see Fig. 2, column 5, line 38 through column 6, line 28) connected to the 
communication apparatus independently of the network and of the telephone network (see Fig. 2, 
column 6, lines 22 through 28). 

Regarding claim 46, Saito discloses the method discussed above in claim 45, and further 
teaches that the inputting comprises a scanning (through scanner section 16, see Fig. 2, column 
5, line 38 through column 6, line 28). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC§103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

7. Claims 21, 27, and 30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Saito et al (EPO Patent Application Publication EP 0 835 01 1) in view of Smith et ah (U.S. 
Patent Number 6,385,655, cited in the Office action dated 8/13/03). 

Regarding claims 21 and 30, Saito discloses the apparatus and method discussed above 
in claims 19 and 28, respectively, but fails to particularly teach if the communication result file 
comprises at least one of a communication date and a destination associated with a 
communication result. Smith discloses a communication apparatus (see Fig. 1, server 22) 
connected to a terminal apparatus (sending computer 14) via a network (electronic network 18), 
with the communication apparatus (server 22) comprising an e-mail transmitter that performs an 
e-mail transmission to a destination (column 5, lines 48 through 61), a file generator that 
generates a communication result file (see Figs. 10-13, column 13, lines 16 through 31, and 
column 14, line 35 through column 15, line 32) that includes a result of the e-mail transmission 
communication performed by the e-mail transmitter (see Figs. 11-13, column 14, line 48 through 
column 15, line 6), a memory that stores the communication result file as a HTML file (column 
2, line 44 through column 3, line 44, and column 10, lines 45 through 59), and a communicator 
that transmits the communication result file to the terminal apparatus when a request for the 
communication result file is received from the terminal apparatus (see Fig. 10, column 13, line 
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15 through column 14, line 41), the communication result file being displayable at the terminal 
apparatus (see Figs. 1, and 10-13). Further, Smith teaches that the communication result file 
comprises at least one of a communication date and a destination associated with a 
communication result (see Figs. 11-13). Because both Smith and Saito teach of the 
communication apparatus acting as a server (see Smith: column 5, lines 32 through 55, being 
server 22; and see Saito: column 7, lines 41 through 56, being netfax 1 5 with server mechanism 
25), it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to include the teachings of Smith in the system of Saito. Saito's system would easily 
be modified to include Smith's teachings, as both systems share cumulative features, being 
additive in nature. 

Regarding claim 27, Saito discloses the apparatus discussed above in claim 37, but fails 
to specifically teach if the communication result file comprises at least one of a communication 
date, a destination, a number of sheets, a communication duration time and a charge, associated 
with a communication result. Smith discloses a communication apparatus (see Fig. 1, server 22) 
connected to a terminal apparatus (sending computer 14) via a network (electronic network 18), 
the communication apparatus (server 22) comprising an e-mail transmitter that performs an e- 
mail transmission to a destination (column 5, lines 48 through 61), a facsimile transmitter that 
performs a facsimile transmission to a destination via a telephone network (column 5, lines 48 
through 61), a file generator that generates a communication result file (see Figs. 10-13, column 
13, lines 16 through 31, and column 14, line 35 through column 15, line 32) that includes a result 
of the e-mail transmission communication performed by the e-mail transmitter (see Figs. 11-13, 
column 14, line 48 through column 15, line 6), a determiner that determines whether to perform 
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an e-mail transmission to the destination by the e-mail transmitter or to perform a facsimile 
transmission to the destination by the facsimile transmitter (column 5, lines 56 through 61, 
column 7, lines 60 through 67, and column 8, line 66 through column 9, line 15), a memory that 
stores the communication result file as a HTML file (column 2, line 44 through column 3, line 
44, and column 10, lines 45 through 59), and a communicator that transmits the communication 
result file to the terminal apparatus when a request for the communication result file is received 
from the terminal apparatus (see Fig. 10, column 13, line 15 through column 14, line 41), the 
communication result file being displayable at the terminal apparatus (see Figs. 1, and 10-13). 
Further, Smith teaches that the communication result file comprises at least one of a 
communication date, a destination, a number of sheets, a communication duration time and a 
charge, associated with a communication result (Figs. 11-13). Because both Smith and Saito 
teach of the communication apparatus acting as a server (see Smith: column 5, lines 32 through 
55, being server 22; and see Saito: column 7, lines 41 through 56, being netfax 1, with server 
mechanism 25), it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to include the teachings of Smith in the system of Saito. Saito's system 
would easily be modified to include Smith's teachings, as both systems share cumulative 
features, being additive in nature. 
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Citation of Pertinent Prior Art 
8. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure: 

MochizMki (U.S. Patent Number 6,101,526) discloses an apparatus that scans and 
transmits image data as e-mail having HTML text. 



Conclusion 

9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Joe Pokrzywa whose telephone number is (703) 305-0146. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 7:30-4:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Edward L. Coles can be reached on (703) 305-4712. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Joseph R. Pokrzywa 

Examiner 

Art Unit 2622 




